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Lions assist special needs students

The Broadview Hts. Lions Club and the Ohio Lions Foundation (OLF) combined proceeds to donate special equipment for the visually impaired students at Sunbeam School in Cleveland. The assistive technology known as closed circuit TVs (CCTVS) enlarge printed materials such as, textbooks so that students with low vision have access to printed material in order that they may learn on an equal basis with their sighted class mates.” The advances in such technology make it possible for students who are blind or visually impaired to be able to get an education and have more opportunities to reach their full potential as a productive citizen” noted low vision teacher Lori Hlosek at Sunbeam School.

The main barrier to such equipment is the cost and this is where the Lions came to the rescue. The CCTVs cost $2400.00 each. The Lions are the world’s largest service organization and helping those who are blind or sight challenged is one of their many community service concerns.  OLF provides matching grants in concert with our areas local Lions clubs to meet such special needs. Since 1976, the Broadview Hts. Lions Club has donated over 1.5 million dollars to a large variety of worthy causes.

Sunbeam School located in Cleveland is the Cleveland Municipal School District’s premier PreK-8 school which works with a variety of special needs students in a helping and nurturing environment while promoting mainstreaming as well. Sunbeam was originally formed by a group of concerned women known as the “Sunbeam Circle” who wanted to help pediatric patients at Lakeside Hospital.
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